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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES FOR COMMENCEMENT 
Saturday, May 11, 2024 

 
FOR CANDIDATES WHO HAVE APPLIED FOR GRADUATION AND SENT IN AN RSVP FOR COMMENCEMENT 

 
The 2024 Commencement Committee hopes that the following information will be helpful in making the Commencement 
activities more enjoyable for you and your guests. There is no rehearsal for Commencement, so please read these 
instructions carefully. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. Information may also be found on the Commencement 
website at www.udmercy.edu/current-students/commencement. 

PRE-COMMENCEMENT PREPARATION 
Caps, Gowns, Hoods & Tassels 

Caps, gowns, hoods and tassels may only be ordered online. Go to herff.ly/udmercy to place an order. Bachelor degree 
candidates wear a white hood with the University seal on the front. The hood is included in the complete package, but may 
also be purchased separately by contacting Herff-Jones. More information is on the Herff-Jones website. 

 
All caps, gowns, hoods and tassels are yours to keep. Detroit Mercy souvenir tri-color tassels (optional) are available at the time 
you place your order. Souvenir tri-color tassels cannot be worn at Commencement. When you receive your order, please 
make sure it fits and contact the company ASAP if it doesn’t. The gown is not intended to go to the floor. It should fall between 
your knees and mid-calf.  Herff-Jones representatives will be in Calihan Hall on the day of the ceremony before each ceremony  
for any last minute issues with your cap, gown or hood. 

 
Attire 
Commencement is a formal academic ceremony. Only approved academic regalia may be worn. Candidates’ gowns should not 
contain adornments such as jewelry, flowers, signs, etc. Gown decoration is strictly limited to university, college/school honor 
regalia such as a cord, sash, pin and/or medallion. The University does not use honor cords for Latin honors awarded to any 
undergraduate student. Caps are allowed to be decorated as long as the decoration remains flat on the cap (no 3-D 
decoration), does not hang off the cap, and does not contain hate speech, advertisements, symbols, words, or slogans 
conveying messages inappropriate at a dignified ceremony.  

 
Although Calihan Hall is not air-conditioned, fans will be used to circulate the air. With up to 2,000 graduates, faculty, staff and 
guests, depending on the weather, it may be warm, so please dress accordingly. Since you will be standing in line and marching 
both inside and outside for about an hour, comfortable shoes are strongly recommended. The number one complaint from 
graduates each year is that they did not wear comfortable shoes! 

Existing Concerns 
Commencement is a major endeavor. Since faculty and staff are busy with Commencement duties, any individual concerns 
should be directed to your College/School immediately. Do not wait until Commencement Day. 

Graduation with Honors 
Honors are awarded to undergraduate students who have completed all of their degree requirements as of the end of Fall 
2023 or Winter 2024 and all final grades have been recorded. Honors will be on your diploma and transcript but are not 
printed in the commencement program because the program is printed before honors are determined. 

 
Honors designations are: summa cum laude GPA 3.90 or above, magna cum laude 3.70 and above and cum laude 3.50 or 
above. All undergraduate coursework in the cumulative GPA at Detroit Mercy is used in the calculation for honors. All 
students must have completed a minimum of 60 hours at Detroit Mercy to qualify for honors. Candidates for Summer 2024 
degree completion will not have honors read at Commencement because the coursework is incomplete and the final GPA 
is not yet determined. Honors information cannot be altered on your announcer card on Commencement Day. Please refer 
to the specific Undergraduate Catalog for information regarding honors. Honors are not awarded at the master, specialist 
or doctoral degree levels. 
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